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Area  in  acres  3 >432 

Rateable  Value  at 

April  1 st  1 960  £249,344 

Sum  represented  by- 

penny  rate  £1 ,044 

|  Population  (mid  1 9&0)  20,030 


Number  of  houses  . 6/789 

occupied 

Additional  occupied  houses 

combined  with  shops  .  1 34 

Number  of  houses  owned  by 

the  Council  . 1,277 


Bnems 

DEATHS 

Live  births: 

Legitimate 

Deaths:  All  Causes 

Male 

221 

Male  . 

74 

Female 

242 

Female 

. 77 

Total 

463 

Total 

1 3'i 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Male 

6 

Nil 

Female 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under 

Total 

9 

one  year 

Male 

s 

.  3 

Total  Live^  Births : 

Female 

•  -5  | 

Male 

227 

Total 

8 

Female 

.  24-5 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  four 

Total 

. . . 472 

weeks  of  age 

1 

; 

Stillbirths : 

Male 

.  1  1 

» 

Male 

4 

Female 

j 

. 3  1 

Female 

8 

Total 

. .  4 

i 

Total 

12 

Death  rate  per  1 , 
population 

000  estimated 

7.5  ! 

Birthrate  per 
population 

1 , 000  estimated 

23.4 

j 

Infant  mortality  per  1 ,000 

live  births  ...  l6.9  1 

i 

Causes  of  Deaths 
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Year  ending  31 st  December 

1960o 


Registrar  General's 

Classification 

Male 

I960 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Diptheria 

- 

— 

- 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

- 

- 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

- 

8 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Malignant  neoplasms,  lymphatic  and  other 

7 

1 1 

18 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Diabetes 

- 

— 

- 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

6 

18 

24 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

8 

25 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

11 

22 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

4 

6 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

24 

Bronchitis 

2 

- 

2 

25 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

- 

- 

- 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostrate 

1 

— 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 

5 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

3 

9 

12 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

35 

Sucicide 

— 

3 

3 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

— 

— 

74  77 


151 
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CONTROL  AND  PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


IMMUNISATION  against  diptheria 


435  children  under  the  age  of  five  years 
and  30  other  children  received  their  primary 
immunisation  against  diptheria.  A  further 
294  children  received  treatment  to  maintain 
ther  immunity. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease 
during  i960.  Seven  new  cases  came  to  notice, 
there  distribution  being  as  follows 

Male  Female  Total 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  4  1  5 

Non- Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  -  2  2 

One  further  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
came  to  reside  with  the  District.  Nine  cases 
are  known  to  have  achieved  cure  and  four 
further  cases  left  the  District. 

The  total  number  of  cases  residing 
in  the  District  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
as  shown :- 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

57 

38 

95 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

2 

5 

7 

Totals 

59 

43 . 

102 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  offered  to 
children  of  school  leaving  age  and  the  response 
was  very  satisfactory. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued 
and  the  response  of  parents  is  reasonably 
satisfactory. 

The  District  joined  with  Oadby  in  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  limited  trial  of  oral  polio  vaccine 
for  babies  under  one  year  of  age.  A  very  satis¬ 
factory  response  was  secured 
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1  .  WATER  SUPPLY 

Both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Urban  District  has  been  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  sediment , resulting  from  the  descaling  of 
sections  of  the  cast  iron  mains,  being  delivered  at 
domestic  taps  in  parts  of  east  Wigston. 

During  the  year  an  isolated  dwelling  was  provided 
with  a  mains  supply  of  water,  and  a  farmhouse  deriving 
its  water  from  a  polluted  well, with  a  pump,  storage 
tank  and  candle  filter  scheme. 

Only  three  houses  in  the  district  are  not  provided 
with  a  mains  supply  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

These  premises  derive  water  from  three  wells  and  at 
two  of  the  premises  the  well  water  is  pumped  to  a 
storage  tank  inside  the  house  and  supplied  to  the 
various  ablutionary  fittings  by  gravity.  Drinking 
water  supplied  to  the  scullery  sink  is  purified  by  a 
candle  filter. 

Thirteen  dwellings,  all  scheduled  for  demolition, 
are  served  by  external  stand-pipes. 

Examination  of  Water: 

a )  Mains  Water: 

4  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

b)  8  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  two  wells.  4  samples  were 
reported  satisfactory.  The  premises  from  which 
the  unsatisfactory  samples  we re  obtained  has 
now  been  provided  with  a  candle  filter  plant. 

2 •  SEWERAGE  AM)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Extensions  to  foul  and  storm  sewers  have  been 
carried  out  on  the  following  housing  estates :- 

i )  Fairfield  Estate 

ii)  Grange  Estate 

iii)  Little  Hill  Estate 

iv)  Ruskington  Farm  Estate 

8  septic  tank  and  filter  schemes  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  10  isolated  houses. 

3»  CESSPOOLS  AND  CLOSETS 

There  are  24  cesspools,  17  pail  closets  and  an  estimated 
7,787  waterclosets  in  the  district.  There  are  no  earth 
closets,  privies  or  ash-pits.  1 2  of  the  cesspools 
are  emptied  by  means  of  the  Council’s  mechanical  gully 
emptier  at  not  more  than  fortnightly  intervals  and 
other  accessible  ones  on  request. 
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4.  TRADE  WASTES 

63  samples  of  the  effluent  from  the  metal 
plating  plants  at  3  factories  were  obtained,  and  ex¬ 
amined.  to  determine  their  pH  value  and  metal,  cyanide 
etc.  content* 

7  samples  were  also  obtained  from  a  dye-house 
where  sulphuric  acid  is  used  in  the  dye  vat. 

A  result  of  this  sampling  is  that  one  of  the 
firms  producing  an  unsatisfactory  effluent  is  to 
instal  a  balancing  tank  in  which  the  acid  effluent 
can  be  neutralised;  a  second  firm  is  to  build  new 
premises  where  the  installation  of  neutralising  plant 
will  be  possible  and  a  third  firm  is  to  instal  such 
plant  in  a  proposed  extension  to  their  premises* 

Stringent  control  and  supervision  is  necessary 
of  processes  producing  effluents  with  high  or  low 
pH  values , containing  metals  or  even  discharged 
at  high  temperatures  into  the  public  sewers,  due  to 
their  dileterious  effect  on  the  sewers  themselves, 
and  more  especially  on  the  organisms  present  in  the 
tanks  and  filters  at  the  sewage  disposal  works. 


pH>>  1  0.0 

Excess 

Excess 

Metals 

39 

1 

23 

j  0 

0 

25  samples  were  also  taken  from  5  individual  tanks 
at  a  plating  factory  to  determine  the  acidity  and 
metal  content  of  the  liquor  at  various  points  in  the 
plating  process. 


5.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  &  DISPOSAL 

Due  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
domestic  and  industrial  premises  and  the  number 
and  types  of  vehicle  operated  by  the  Council  much  more 
time  is  having  to  be  devoted  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector/Cleansing  Superintendent  to  the  operation 
of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  and 
maintenance  of  mechanical  transport  and  plant. 

The  period  between  collections  of  household 
refuse  has  varied  between  7  and  10  days  with  the 
exception  of  the  August  Ban  Holiday  when  the  refuse 
collectors  have  a  weekly  holiday.  The  average  for 
the  year  was  8w  days. 

The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse 
on  a  particular  day  every  week  is  not  always  possible 
as  the  Health  Department  has  no  spare  labour  which 
can  be  called  upon  to  substitute  for  refuse  collectors 
absent  due  to  illness  or  holidays.  I  make  aware  of 
this  fact,  ratepayers  who  complain  at  not  getting  a  7 
day  service,  especially  at  a  time  when  collection 
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gangs  are  depleted  by  illness,  or  immediately  after 
a  holiday  period  or  are  hindered  by  bad  weather. 

It  is  not  always  appreciated  that  when  refuse  gangs 
are  on  holiday,  depleted  or  hindered,  that  refuse 
continues  to  be  produced  in  the  same  quantity  and 
consequently  without  excess  labour  to  draw  on  your 
refuse  collectors,  for  some  days,  have  to  ’’pull 
out  all  the  stops”  to  get  back  to  an  accepted  period 
between  collections. 

Early  in  the  financial  year,  mechanical  aid 
in  the  form  of  a  hydraulic  power  shovel  was  introduced 
on  the  tip.  This  enabled  - 

a)  the  reduction  of  manual  workers  on 

the  tip  from  3  men  to  1  man  who  operates 
the  machine; 

b)  the  complete  abolition  of  sleeper  tracks; 

c)  dispensing  with  the  employment  of  contractors 
to  level  and  soil  down  completed  sections 

of  the  tip; 

d)  the  more  hygienic  operation  and  formation 
of  the  tip. 

6 .  TjhsbE  REFUSE 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  regularly  from  93  premises 
and  the  increase  each  year  of  the  time  spent  on  this 
work  is  indicative  of  the  continuing  business  prosperity 
of  the  district. 


Receipts  for  the  trade  refuse  collection  service 
during  the  past  5  financial  years  have  been  as  follows: 

1 937  £592 

1  958  £665 

1  959  £71 3 

1 960  £844 

1 961  £895 

7.  SALE  0F_ SALVAGED  MATERIALS 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

Waste  Paper 

118 

18 

2 

0 

Textiles 

2 

9 

0 

24 

Ron-Ferrous  Metals 

0 

6 

1 

14 

Scrap  Iron  &  Tins 

1 

1 

0 

152 

15 

1 

10 

The  sale  of  these  materials  realised  £805.15.  4 


-10- 


8.  VEHICLES 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  work  has  started 
on  the  Depot  reconstruction  which  includes  a  new 
garage  and  mechanic’s  workshop.,  All  the  Council’s 
vehicles  and  moveable  plant  continue  to  be  serviced, 
repaired  and  maintained  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  by  one  mechanic . 

The  vehicles  comprise 

4  Refuse  Collection  Freighters 
2  Hydraulic  Shovels 
1  Gully/Cesspool  Emptier 
1  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper 
1  Parks  Tractor  (Landrover) 

1  Highways  Roller 

In  addition  rollers,  mowers,  pumps  etc.,  are 
also  maintained. 

1 0*  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

6 73  Complaints  were  received; 

11 4  Concerned  infestations  of  rats  or  mice; 


212  Concerned  defective  dustbins; 

177  Concerned  other  public  health 
housing  matters; 

513  Premises  were  visited  relating 
631  nuisances  or  defec 

Visits  and  inspections: 

Accumulations 

17 

Animal  keeping 

39 

Dustbins 

701 

Refuse  collection 

192 

Refuse  disposal  tip 

381 

Motor  Repairs  and 
maintenance 

130 

Nuisances 

628 

Drainage  inspections 

82 

Moveable  dwellings 

8 

Clean  Air  Act 

93 

Housing 

40 

Improvement  Grants 

127 

Certificates  of 
Disrepair 

6 

Overcrowding 

11 

Dirty  or  verminous 
premises 

19 

Water  supply  &  sampling 

20 

Milk  sampling 

18 

Ice-cream  sampling 

28 
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Food  Premises  (including  14 

licensed  premises)  513 

Meat  &  Food  Inspection  332 

Rat  &  mice  destruction  676 

(including  visits  "by  Rodent 
Operator ) 

Slaughterhouses  &  Knacker 

Yards  1 2 

Dairies  &  Milk  Shops  6 

Factories  41 

Infectious  diseases,  food 
poisoning  &  dy sentry 
investigated  1 9 

Poliomyelitis  research  - 

Oral  vaccine  310 

National  Assistance  Act  1 

Trade  effluent  samples  63 

Sewage  samples  5 

Rag  Flock  Act  2 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1 

Other  inspections  6 51 

Specimens  collected  (food  poisoning,  polio¬ 
myelitis  research  etc®  )  250 

Notices 


Housing 

Public^ 

Outstanding  1st  January 

Nil 

14 

Issued  during  year 

25 

333 

Complied  with  during  year 

9 

348 

Statutory  action  necessary 

- 

- 

Outstanding  on  31  st 

1 6 

19 

December 


Health 


In  reporting  that  no  statutory  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the  various 
Statutes  does  not  indicate  lack  of  zeal  or  enthusiasm 
on  the  part  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department® 

On  the  contrary,  to  achieve  the  required  ends  without 
recourse  to  statutory  action  and  possible  subsequent 
litigation,  especially  in  connection  with  the  abatement 
of  nuisances,  housing  repairs,  food  hygiene,  smoke 
control  etc®,  indicates  the  exercise  of  extreme 
patience,  tolerance  and  firmness  coupled  with  fairness 
by  the  officers  engaged  in  carrying  out  these  exacting 
duties® 


Shops  Act®  1  950 

The  provisions  of  section  38  of  the  Act 
relating  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop 
assistants  are  enforced  by  the  Council  and 
relate  to  - 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Washing  facilities 

Lighting 

Facilities  for  taking  meals 
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During  inspections  at  food  shops  regard 
has  been  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Shops  Act  which  are  allied  to  those  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955;  and 
whilst  action  has  "been  taken  in  respect 
of  contraventions  of  both  the  Act  and 
Regulations,  the  inspections  have  been 
recorded  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
only. 

Regulated  Buildings 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  or 
offensive  trade  establishments  in  the  district,. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of 
residential  caravans  in  the  district.  There 
are  only  two  living  vans  stationed  in  the 
district  permanently,  but  these  have  again  been 
supplemented  by  caravans  owned  by  showmen 
wintering  on  the  Burgess  Street  fairground. 

No  nuisance  has  arisen  from  the  use  of  these 
moveable  dwellings,  all  of  which  are  of  good 
construction  and  provided  with  adequate 
facilities.  Applications  have  been  received 
from  the  operators  of  the  two  sites  used 
permanently,  for  planning  permission  entitling 
them  to  continue  operating  the  sites  and 
receive  licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  i960.  The  site 
used  by  travelling  showmen  is  exempted  from 
the  licensing  provisions.  I  anticipate  the 
owner  of  the  site  in  Cooks  Lane  will  receive 
planning  permission  for  a  limited  period 
only,  as  it  is  at  present  under  planning 
control.  The  owner  of  the  South  Wigston  site 
may,  however,  receive  planning  permission  for 
an  unlimited  period  because  the  site  was  used 
as  a  caravan  site  before  the  1st  July,  1948. 

If  my  assumption  is  correct  one  licence 
will  be  for  a  period  of  1 2  months  and  the 
other  for  an  unlimited  period,  but  both  will 
be  issued  with  conditions  attached,  framed  on 
the  Model  Standards  compiled  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

No  complaint  has  been  received  regarding 
the  "house  let  in  lodgings"  in  Countesthorpe 
Road  which  is  verv  well  conducted. 

y  or  Verminous  Premises 

No  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  by 
fleas  or  bed  bugs. 

Two  dirty  houses  including  1  Council  house 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

An  infestation  of  the  sub-floor  space 
by  crickets  at  2  new  houses  was  successfully 
dealt  with  by  application  under  pressure, 
through  the  air  grates,  of  Zaldecide  'Z1 
powder. 
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The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  premises  are  licensed  under  the  Act , 
one  of  them  being  built  during  the  year  to 
replace  premises  subsequently  demolished. 

The  sale  of  pets  are  confined  mainly  to 
birds  and  goldfish,  and  consequently  no 
cases  of  cruelty  have  been  found. 

General  cleanliness  still  needs  improving 
and  maintaining  at  the  shop  in  South  Wigston. 

The  sale  of  knacker  meat  for  pet  food  is 
carried  on  at  both  pet  shops.  New  Regulations 
which  became  operative  on  the  1st  November, 
i960,  require  all  meat  sent  to  pet  shops  from 
Knackers  Yards  to  be  stained  with  green  dye  before 
despatch.  I  have  arrange  with  the  local 
knacker  yard  proprietors  to  only  send  disease 
free  meat  to  the  pet  shops. 


During  the  year  upholstering  and  the 
storage  of  filling  materials  were  discontinued 
at  one  of  the  two  premises  in  the  district 
registered  under  the  Act.  Occupation  of  the 
premises,  49  >  Leicester  Road,  changed  on  the 
death  of  A.  Gilford  to  T.A.  Gilford. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  &  Food  and 


Good  progress  has  been  maintained  in  apply¬ 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
to  food  premises  and  especially  in  relation  to 
the  licensed  premises  in  the  district.  The 
standard  I  have  set  for  licensed  premises 

includes  the  provision  of  a  sink  and  piped  supply 
of  hot  and  cold  water  in  the  beer  cellars  and  bars. 
In  view  of  the  amount  of  equipment  and  cleaning  work 
that  has  to  be  done  in  these  cellars,  I  do  not 
consider  that  a  single  cold  tap  with  no  sink 
constitutes  adequate  equipment  cleaning  facilities 
in  a  beer  cellar. 

19  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
the  14  public  houses  and  5  clubs.  The  principal 
defects  and  omissions  are  indicated  by  the 
following  list  of  works  completed  at  the  end 


of  the  year  under  reviewi- 

Cellar  sinks  fitted  2 

Bar  sinks  fitted  or  renewed  1 

Sterilizer/detergent  dispen¬ 
sers  fitted  2 

Sterilizer/detergents  provided 

for  g}.ass  washing  4 

Premises  at  which  new  sanitary 
accommodation  provided  1 


Premises  at  which  sanitary  accommodation 


improved  or  repaired 


6 


Premises  at  which  public  rooms 
&  bars  redecorated 


3 


Premises  at  which  counters, 
shelves  &  tables  resurfaced 
or  renewed 


3 


Personal  washing  facilities 
provided 


1 

3 

8 

3 


Replacement  of  worn  fittings 


General  repairs  effected 


Cellars  cleansed  &  decorated 


First-aid  Boxes  and  equipment 
provided 


8 


Protection  provided  for  food 
exposed  for  sale 


2 


In  the  general  field  of  Food  Hygiene  it  is 
found  that  cleanliness  and  hygienic  practices 
are  much  better  in  the  smaller  owner/occupied 
or  family  shop  than  in  the  large  "managed" 
premises,,  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  that 
expensive  equipment  which  I  have  almost  fought 
to  get  installed  in  the  latter  type  of  premises 
in  the  interest  of  comfort  and  cleanliness 
for  the  food  handlers,  and  the  protection  of 
food,  are  unused,  misused  or  not  properly  main¬ 
tained.  Typical  examples  are  hot  water  heaters 
that  are  switched  or  turned  off  as  soon  as  the 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  back  is  turned, 
supplies  of  soap,  towels  and  nail  brushes  not 
maintained,  wash  basins  and  sinks  used  as 
storage  receptacles  for  various  articles,  glass 
screens  and  showcases  intended  to  protect  open 
foods  against  contamination  used  to  protect 
wrapped  food,  tinned  goods,  cosmetics  etc., 
against  pilferers. 

On  odd  occasions  the  offence  of  smoking  in 
rooms  where  open  food  was  exposed  had  to  be 
pointed  out  to  food  handlers,  but  this  dangerous 
and  insanitary  practice  was  not  found  to  be 
prevalent. 

The  crass  stupidity  of  persons  in  allowing 
their  dogs  and/or  cats  to  enter,  never  mind  live 
and  sleep,  in  food  preparing  rooms  is  past  my 
comprehension,  especially  when  they  say  it  is 
as  clean  as  any  member  of  the  family.  I  hope 
such  persons  do  not  throw  off  as  many  hairs, 
fleas,  dust  and  excrete  as  many  tape  worm  eggs 
as  their  pets  do. 
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Preraises  Inspected 


Visits 

made 


Notices 
Served  Comi 


Butchers  &  Cooked  Meat 

Shops 

24 

5 

Grocers  &  General  Shops 

96 

30 

Fish  Mongers  &  Fried  Fish 
Shops 

13 

4 

Greengrocers  Shops 

20 

6 

Flour  &  Sugar  Confectioners 
Shops 

17 

3 

Cafes,  canteens  & 

restuarants 

18 

7 

Bakehouses 

9 

2 

Dairies 

6 

1 

Cold  Stores 

4 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

12 

6 

Mobile  Shops 

5 

- 

6 

26 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 


The  following  list  indicates  the  nature  and  type 
of  the  various  improvements  effected,, 


New  equipment  washing  sinks  provided  2 

Washing  facilities  provided  4 

Hot  water  supply  provided  4 

Walls  or  ceilings  resurfaced  4 

Floors  repaired  or  resurfaced  7 

Rooms  redecorated  1  9 

Counters,  tables,  shelves  resurfaced  24 

Clothes  lockers  provided  6 

Refrigerators  provided  1 

Protective  covers  for  food  displays 

provided  5 

New  cutting  boards  provided  1 

New  sausage  machines  provided  1 

New  sanitary  blocks  provided  1 

First-aid  kits  provided  5 

"Wash-hand"  notices  exhibited  3 


Ice  Cream 

73  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream,  all  of  which  is  pre-packed.  No 
ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district 


28  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  during  the 
year,  and  the  bacteriological  examination  resulted 
in  the  following  grading. 


Grade 

I 

16 

Grade 

II 

10 

Grade 

III 

2 

Grade 

IV 

Nil 
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If  more  than  one  Grade  II  a  ample,  or  a  single 
Grade  III  sample  is  obtained  the  manufacturer  con¬ 
cerned  is  communicated  with  and  requested  to 
investigate  the  cause  and  remedy  it«  They  are  very 
appreciative  of  this  co-operation  and  assidious  in 
their  efforts  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  drop  in  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  their  products.  The 
majority  of  the  Grade  II  samples  are  obtained  in 
the  cooler  weather  v.nen  sales  are  slow  and  the  ice¬ 
cream  stored  in  the  retailers  conservors  for  periods 
extending  to  several  weeks. 

Milk  -  Dairies  and  Distributors 

Dairies  Distributors 

Number  in  Register  1  29 


Milk  (Special  Designation 
Milk  fSpecial  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations 


Licences  issued 

Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
Tuberculin  Tested 

On  the  1st  January,  1  961  , 
will  be  replaced  by  The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  i960,  and  the  duty  of  issuing  dealers 
licences  will  be  transferred  from  the  Council  to  the 
County  Council.  The  validity  of  the  licences  will 
be  extended  from  one  year  to  five  years. 

Milk  samples 

34  samples  of  bottled  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


18  of  the  samples  were  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk 

13  Pasteurised  and 
3  Sterilised 

All  the  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Informal  action  was  taken  against  a  firm  of 
milk  distributors  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  farm 
bottled  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  bottles  marked 
'’Pasteurised".  The  distributors  owned  the  bottles, 
cleansed,  sterilised  and  capped  them  and  delivered 
them  to  the  milk  producers  premises  where  the  latter 
filled  and  re-capped  them. 

The  bottles  marked  "Pasteurised"  were  replaced  with 
plain  bottles.  This  action  was  taken  not  only  because 
of  a  technical  breachof  the  Milk  Regulations,  but 
because  many  people,  like  myself,  consider  that 
Pasteurised  milk  is  the  only  safe  liquid  milk. 

In  this  instance  the  bottles  contained  raw  milk,  but 


Dealers 


20 

11 

4 


6 

6 

4 


the  above  Regulations 
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the  lettering  on  the  bottles  indicated  that  the 
milk  had  been  heat  treated. 

Although  raw  milk  f ran  tuberculin  tested  cows  is 
presumably  free  from  the  bacillus  which  causes 
tuberculosis  it  may  contain  other  harmful  organisms, 
one  being  Brucella  Abortus  which  can  cause  undulant 
fever  in  man.  Brucella  Abortus  is  killed  at 
pasteurising  temperature. 


Meat  &  Other  Foods  Inspection 


diterhouses 


The  Council’s  report  on  the  existing  and 
probable  future  requirements  of  slaughterhouse 
facilities  in  the  district  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  &  Food  on  the 
7th  November,  i960,  and  subsequently  the 
Minister  fixed  1st  October  1961  as  the  ’’appointed 
day"  by  v/hich  the  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses 
must  bring  their  premises  and  equipment  up  to 
the  standards  set  by  The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958  and  The  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 


The  occupiers  of  the  two  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district  havebeen  provided  with 
schedules  of  work  required  to  be  executed  at 
their  premises.  Failure  to  execute  these  works 
by  the  appointed  day  will  result  in  closure  of 
the  slaughterhouse. 


The  quality  of  the  meat  produced  in  the  two 
local  slaughterhouses  continues  to  be  excellent 
as  indicated  by  the  small  amount  condemned. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

gear >uj  i  -arm  r— g-  -  *  — »»•  -  -  r — :  ^  m-.rr  — 1  —  *m:m  rnag,T»-.-j.i,  ■■■!  aa 


e: 

t 

Cattle 

deluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

296 

Nil 

1 

211  0 

425 

Number  Inspected 

296 

Nil 

1 

2110 

425 

All  JDise_ases  _except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

1 

18 

Nil 

1 

90 

19 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis 

6 . 08% 

Nil 

1  00% 

4.2% 

4.4% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

0o3k% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  .28? 

i  - 

Cys ticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig¬ 
eration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

h- 

Nil 

“““ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

" 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Disposal  of  condemned  foods : 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered, 
condemned  and  disposed  of  by  deep  burial  at  the 
Council's  refuse  tip. 


194 

tins 

Vegetable 

288 

tins 

Fruit 

1 63 

tins 

Tomatoes 

1 65 

tins 

Meat 

42 

tins 

Soup 

38 

tins 

Fish 

17 

tins 

Milk 

4 

tins 

Spaghetti 

12 

tins 

Strained  Food 

5 

tins 

Pudding 

8! 

lbs  Boiled  Ham 

12.  KNACKER  YARD 

At  the  one  knacker  yard  in  the  district  the 
conditions  and  operations  have  in  general  been 
satisfactory.  To  circumvent  the  provisions  of  The 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1958,  requiring  a  separate  bay  or  room 
to  be  provided  at  knacker  yards  in  which  to  slaughter 
horses,  the  operators  shoot  these  animals  at  the 
point  of  collection,  or  in  the  cattle  waggon.  This 
practice,  in  my  opinion,  is  quite  legal  in  view  of  the 
wording  of  the  Regulations,  provided  that  no  cruelty 
is  involved.  As  a  knacker  usually  deals  with  horses 
which  are  dead,  ill  or  have  fractured  some  bone  it  is 
generally  more  humane  to  shoot  them  before  transporting 
them  to  the  knacker  yard  for  dressing. 

During  the  three  years  before  the  particular 
Regulation  dealing  with  the  matter  became  operative 
on  the  1st  January,  i960,  the  average  number  of  horses 
killed  at  the  local  knacker  yard  was  55,  and  the 
number  of  horse  carcases  received  was  20. 

During  the  year  under  review  none  have  been  killed 
at  the  premises  but  92  carcases  were  received. 

1  3 .  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

As  this  Act  only  became  operative  on  the  27th 
November,  i960,  its  impact  has  not  yet  been  felt. 

One  nuisance  under  the  Act  has  been  dealt 
with  and  concerned  vibration  from  a  refrigerator  motor. 

14.  RODENT  CONTROL 

For  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council  employ  a  full  time 
Rodent  Operator.  Treatment  for  the  destruction  of 
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rato  and  mice  at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  treatments 
carried  out  at  business  premises. 

All  premises  and  lands  owned  by  the  Council 
are  regularly  inspected  and  treated  against  rodent 
infestation  and  the  foul  sewers  are  test  baited  and 
treated  where  necessary  for  rodent  destruction  by 
baiting  in  the  manholes  twice  yearly.  Infestations 
in  newly  constructed  houses  are  common,  due  to  the 
large  amount  of  food  made  available  to  them  by 
building  operatives,  means  of  easy  access  for  sewer 
rats  to  building  sites  through  new  drainage  connections 
and  the  imprisoning  of  rats  in  cavity  walls. 

The  imprisoned  rats  eventually  find  their  way 
into  the  roof  space,  where  their  movements  at  night 
especially  cause  concern  to  the  householder,  but 
where  they  readily  succumb  to  poison  baits  or  traps. 

Gambles  Farm  Allotments,  South  Wigston,  com¬ 
prising  approximately  90  allotments,  piggeries  etc., 
has  been  an  ideal  breeding  place  for  rats  for  years. 

The  brook,  unsatisfactory  animal  food  storage 
facilities  and  pig  sties  provided  a  water  and  food 
supply  and  shelter  for  the  rats. 

After  negotiations  extending  over  two  years, 
permission  was  obtained  through  a  representative 
body  of  the  allottees  to  enter  on  to  the  land  and 
carry  out  disinfestation  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£10-£15»  Baiting  started  on  the  10th  November,  I960. 
On  the  19th  November,  i960,  at  an  inquest  on  one  of 
the  allottees  it  was  stated  that  he  had  died  from 
Weils  Disease,  a  disease  invariably  resulting  through 
contact  with  rats  or  their  excretions. 

Although  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to  show  how 
or  where  the  disease  had  been  contracted  and  lepto 
spirosis  -  the  cause  of  Weils  Disease  -  wrere  not 
isolated  from  the  bodies  of  rats  poisoned  on  the 
allotments,  this  is  a  tragic  reminded  of  the  dangers 
associated  with  rat  infestations. 


Approximate  number  of  properties 
to  be  protected 


No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  :- 


a) 

Notifications 

112 

■b) 

Survey  under  the 

Act 

173 

c) 

When  visited  for 

some  other 
purpose 


2 


-21- 


No. 


infested: 


a )  Rats : 

Major  infestations  12 

Minor  infestations  90 

b )  Mi_c_ej 

Major  infestations  Nil 

Minor  infestations  26 


(an  infestation  estimated  to  exceed  20  rats  or 
mice  is  classified  as  a  major  infestation). 


infested 


i)  Council  properties 

ii)  Dwelling  houses  including 
Council  houses 

iii)  Business  premises 

iv)  Agricultural  premises 


18 

65 

31 

15 

129 


1 5.  HOUSING 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  practically  no 
progress  has  been  made  on  the  completion  of  the  slum 
clearance  programme  due  to  the  inability  of  the 
Council  to  obtain  land  on  which  to  erect  dwellings. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  building  land  and  its 
consequent  high  price,  I  suggest  that  the  Council  re¬ 
consider  my  suggestion,  first  made  in  1957,  that  the 
sites  of  blocks  of  houses  included  in  the  slum 
clearance  programme  be  compulsorily  purchased  and  new 
houses  or  bungalows  erected  on  the  cleared  sites. 

This  procedure  would  soften  the  blow  to  owners 
of  condemned  houses  by  removing  the  need  for  them  to 
pay  for  the  demolition  of  the  houses,  provide  reason¬ 
ably  level  sites  with  at  least  some  services  which  can 
be  made  use  of,  e.g.  gas,  water  and  electricity  mains 
and  what  is  most  important  in  the  case  of  the  older 
people,  enable  dwellings  to  be  built  for  them  on  sites 
near  to  populous  centres,  shops  and  places  of  entertain¬ 
ment. 


No  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  the  year. 

An  undertaking  was  given  on  the  24th  June,  i960, 
by  the  owners  of  the  house  and  shop  1/3  Long  Street, 
not  to  re-let  the  premises  for  human  habitation,  after 
the  occupier  of  the  house  was  re-housed  on  medical 
grounds.  The  Council  accepted  the  undertaking  and 
agreed  that  the  premises  could  be  used  as  business 
premises.  The  tenants  had  not  been  rehoused  at  the  end 
of  the  year 
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No.  10,  Church  Nook,  a  house  included  in  the 
slum  clearance  programme  to  he  dealt  with  in  1963? 
has  "been  demolished  voluntarily  and  a  new  bungalow 
built  on  the  site. 


Demolition  during  year  of  houses  in  :- 
a)  ^Confirmed  Clearance  Areas 
Area  No 


Area  No,  26 

1 8  to  24  Moat  Street 
Area  No.  27 

53  to  59  Moat  Street 
Area  No.  28 

42  to  50  Leicester  Hoad 
Area  No.  29 


66  to  70  Bull  Head  Street 

Total 

b )  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

9,  Bell  Street 

91  to  95?  Leicester  Road 

Total 


Houses  Houses  & 


;  7 

0 

3 

i 

4 

0 

5 

0 

0 

23 

1 

1 

0 

3  ... 

0 

4 

0 

OvercroY/ding 

No  cases  of  over-crowding  were  reported  or  found 
during  the  year. 


One  outstanding  case  of  overcrowding  concerning 
a  family  living  in  one  room  at  the  husband’s  father’s 
house  v/as  abated  by  the  allocation  of  a  Council  house. 


Improvement  Grants  -  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act  1958.  House  Purchase  & 


40  premises  were  inspected  as  a  result  of 
enquiries  regarding  Improvement  Grants,  but  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  table  actual  applications  for  grant- 
aid  numbered  only  27 . 

This  reduction  was  due  to  some  enquiries  being  in 
r aspect  of 

a)  the  replacement  of  existing  but  defective 
or  outmoded  fittings;  b)  provision  of 
additional  rooms  at  houses  which  were  not 
overcrowded  and  c)  the  need  for  the 
execution  of  repairs  at  the  applicants 
own  expense  ”  to  put  the  house  in  a  good 
state  of  repair  and  assure  it  having  a 
useful  life  of  more  than  15  years." 
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Discretionary  Standard 
Grants  Grants 


No.  of  applications 

received  23 

No.  of  applications 

approved  23 

No.  of  applications 

refused  Nil 

No.  of  applications 

wi thdrawn  2 

No.  of  schemes  completed 

during  the  year  12 


4 

2 

2 

1 

2 


The  two  applications  for  Standard  Grants 
referred  to  as  "refused"  were  deferred  pending 
receipt  of  the  Ministers  interpretation  of  the  word 
"contiguous"  in  respect  of  waterclosets  not  attaahed 
to  houses  hut  v\rithin  two  or  three  feet  thereof . 


Of  the  2?  houses  dealt  wit£  a  total  of  1 1  were 
rented.  7  of  the  r  ented  houses  were  owned  hy  one 
person.  The  applications  in  respect  of  three  of  the 
remaining  four  houses  which  were  not  owner/occupied 
were  withdrawn  and  the  improvement  works  carried  out 
without  grant-aid. 

The  reasons  for  such  withdrawals  is,  in  most  cases, 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  houses  whether  controlled  or 
decontrolled  become  subject  to  rent  control  when 
grant-aided  works  are  completed.  The  controlled 
rent  is  either  that  imposed  by  section  20  of  the  Rent 
Act  1957  (twice  gross  value  plus  rates  per  annum)  or 
a  higher  rent  which  the  Council  may  fix  if  they  think 
it  reasonable  to  do  so,  on  application  by  the  owner 
of  the  house.  This  means  that  a  landlord  may 
have  been  entitled  to  obtain  more  rent  for  a  con¬ 
trolled  house  before  he  carried  out  grant-aided 
improvements,  then  he  can  after  he  has  for  instance 
provided  it  with  bathroom  fittings  and  a  hot  water 
system  etc. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
Improvement  Grant  schemes  have  only  benefitted  a 
minority  -  the  owner/occupiers  of  houses  -  and  not 
the  tenants  of  houses  which,  whilst  being  in  all  respects 
fit,  lack  modern  amenities.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  provision  of  bathroom  fittings,  internal  water- 
closets  and  hot  water  systems  was  enforceable  by  law 
and  not  by  choice. 

C e r tif icates  of  Disrepair  -  Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 

New  Houses: 

The  following  information  relating  to  new 
houses  etc.,  has  been  received  from  other  departments. 
Numbers  and  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1959° 

Total  No.  of  applicants  for 
Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  (499)  408 

Applications  received  during  year  (205)  156 
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Programme  of  ..Local  Authority  houses : 

Erected  during  year  (30 )  Nil 

In  course  of  erection  at 

end  of  year  (Nil)  Nil 

Programme  of  Private  Enterprise,  houses 

Erected  during  year  (307)  363 

In  course  of  erection  at 
end  of  year  (21 6)  238 

Total  No.  of  Post- war  houses  cornu leted 

Brackets  denote 

Local  Authority  (933)  935  figures  for 

Private  Enterprise  (l62l)l984  1959* 

1 6.  FACTORIES 

There  are  131  factories  on  the  register, 
a )  Ins  sections : 


Premises 

No.  of  inspections 

Notices 

served. 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power 

87 

15 

Building  sites  etc. 

— .  _JL_  _ 

— 

90 

15 

b )  Defects  found: 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

.Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or 

defective  1  8 

18 

“Not  separate 

for  sexes  2 

2 

21 

21 

Outworkers 


Outworkers  are  employed  hy  firms  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  hosiery,  footwear  and 
printed  cards  and  stationery. 

The  No.  of  outworkers  employed  during  the 
6  months  preceeaing  August  i960,  was  as  follows :- 

No  of  local  firms  employing  outworkers  16 

No  of  local  outworkers  employed  by 

such  firms  56 

No  of  outworkers  outside  district 
employed  by  local  firms 


61 


-25- 


No  of  outside  firms  employing 
local  outworkers 


19 


No  of  local  outworkers  employed 
"by  such  firms 


39 

95 


No  of  outworkers  in  district 


No  instances  occurred  of  outwork  being 
performed  in  unwholesome  premises. 

17.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

During  the  year  48  observations  were  made  of 
the  smoke  emitted  from  the  chimneys  of  7  factories, 
from  bonfires  made  of  trade  waste  at  2  other 
factories  and  from  a  pig  food  copper  chimney. 

38  visits  were  made  to  1 0  premises  to  check 
boiler  plant,  firing  methods,  types  of  fuel  etc. 

13  excessive  emissions  of  smoke,  grit  or  soot 
were  noted  from  9  premises. 

Informal  notices  were  served  on  9  firms 
regarding  excessive  emissions  and  in  8  instances 
the  nuisances  were  abated  by  one  of  the  following 
means . 

Metal  chimney  repaired  and  extended  and 
coke  fuel  used. 

Discontinuing  use  of  leather  scrap  as  fuel. 

Pitting  of  a  new  spark  and  grit  arrestor. 

Trade  refuse  disposed  of  at  Council’s  controlled  tip. 

Air  fan  repaired  and  fire  bars  repaired  and 
renewed. 

New  oil  fired  boiler  installed  and  existing 
boiler  converted  for  oil  burning. 

Fuel  Research  Station  firing  door  fitted. 

Negotiations  are  continuing  to  persuade  a 
hosiery  firm  to  provide  an  automatic  stoker,  or  oil 
firing  to  their  boiler  from  which  intermittent 
emissions  of  soot  occur. 

An  application  was  received  during  the  year  for 
prior  approval  in  respect  of  the  installation  of  two 
vertical  steam  boilers  at  a  milk  pasteurising 
establishment. 

18.  STAFF 

The  efficient  working  of  the  department  is 
hindered  by  not  having  a  full  time  typist/receptionist . 
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APPENDIX  *  A* 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  to 
the  Wigs ton  Urban  District  Council  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  report:- 


RAINFALL  IN  I960 


At  WIGSTON  U.D.C.  Sewage  Farm 
in  the  County  of  Leicestershire 

Diameter  of  Funnel  . . . .  .  .  . .  8  inches 

Height  of  top  above  ground.  9  inches 

Height  of  ground  above  sea 

level  *0000000  .259  feet 


Month 

Total 

Greates 

t  Fall 

Number  of 

days  with 

Depth 

in  24 

hours 

.01 

.04 

Inches 

Inches 

Date 

or  more 

or  more 

January 

3.89 

.92 

24 

23 

12 

February 

1 .49 

.41 

11 

1 6 

11 

March 

1.34 

.32 

30 

13 

7 

April 

0.70 

.16 

6 

1 1 

5 

May 

1.00 

.63 

12 

8 

5 

June 

2.83 

1.97 

23 

1 1 

7 

July 

3.09 

.90 

10 

23 

1 6 

Augus  t 

4. 1 6 

1 .00 

7 

17 

17 

September 

3.67 

.91 

22 

16 

12 

October 

4.42 

.45 

30 

25 

20 

November 

2.83 

.75 

17 

24 

17 

December 

3.15 

1 .22 

2 

23 

10 

32.57 

210 

139 

